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1. Background 
Ordnance Survey is the national mapping agency of Great Britain.  We maintain the definitive 
geographic framework of Great Britain, as well as capturing and marketing a wide range of 
geographic information.  Our Director General and Chief Executive is official adviser to the 
United Kingdom Government on all aspects of survey, mapping and geographic information.  
Ordnance Survey is a Government department in its own right with Executive Agency status, and 
since 1999 has operated as a Trading Fund. Ordnance Survey is accountable to Parliament 
through Ministers in the Department for Communities and Local Government. 
 
Ordnance Survey’s digital database of the surface of Britain is known as the National Geographic 
Database (NGD). It is from this database that the OS MasterMap® product portfolio is produced 
and all our other mapping and digital products and services are derived.  The NGD is kept up to 
date on a daily basis with up to 5,000 changes being added to the database each day.  It forms a 
valuable resource for Great Britain. 
 

Ordnance Survey has provided significant support to the Location Wales project, considering, 
among other issues, the implementation of the UK Location Strategy in Wales. As the national 
mapping agency, we are committed to working in partnership with both government and business 
in Wales to deliver the benefits of geographic information.  

 

 

2. Responses 
 
 

Consultation Questions 
 
 
2. Is it easy to understand the practical implications of the proposed Measure for your 
organisation? Please explain the reasons for your answer. 
 
Unfortunately, the lack of detail surrounding the proposed shift from schemes to standards outlined in 
the Measure makes it very difficult for us to ascertain the practical implications for our organisation. 
While the Measure makes provisions for Standards to be imposed on organisations (replacing 
schemes which were introduced by the Welsh Language Act 1993), there is currently no substantive 
indication of exactly what would be required under these Standards. 
 
In addition, the Measure includes the requirement that interested parties be consulted before a 
Standard is imposed, but does not explain what factors are to be taken into account in such a 
consultation. 
 
3. Subject to any answer given in relation to question 2, how will the proposed Measure 
change what your organisation does currently and what impact will any such changes have? 
 
As the above answer indicates, it is difficult for us to identify the impact and changes that the 
Measure will generate, based on the current level of information available. Ordnance Survey is 
committed to providing an appropriate level of service to the public in Welsh and would welcome 
further details so as to enable us to identify and implement any appropriate changes that may need to 
be made. 
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7. Are there any other comments you wish to make about specific sections of the proposed 
Measure? 
 
The Explanatory Memorandum which accompanies the proposed Measure states that the aim is to 
ensure duties placed on organisations are ‘reasonable and proportionate’. We believe this is 
important, particularly in relation to organisations that conduct a relatively modest proportion of their 
business in Wales.  Unfortunately, it does not appear to be adequately reflected in the draft Measure. 
‘Reasonable and Proportionate’ does not appear as an overall caveat on requirements to provide 
Welsh services and is only mentioned in the negative sense that an organisation may challenge a 
compliance notice by applying to the Commissioner to determine if it is ‘unreasonable or 
disproportionate’ (see for example s.54). 
 
We believe it would be helpful for the ‘reasonable and proportionate’ requirement to be clearly applied 
to any requirement that may be imposed on an organisation from the outset, rather than applied just 
as a grounds for challenge; and linked to a summary of the kind of factors which might be taken into 
account in determining whether a requirement is ‘reasonable and proportionate’. There is no 
indication as to what might be deemed ‘reasonable and proportionate’ in the Measure as introduced. 
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3. Further information and contact details 
Ordnance Survey would be happy to discuss further the points made in our response if required. 

The contact for this response is: 

 

Jevon Snell 
Public Affairs 
Corporate Office (C335) 
Ordnance Survey 
Romsey Road 
Southampton 
SO16 4GU 
 

Tel:  023 8030 5120 
E-mail:  jevon.snell@ordnancesurvey.co.uk 
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