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REGULATORY APPRAISAL 
 
 
FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES, WALES 
 
THE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICES ACT 2004 (CONSEQUENTIAL 
AMENDMENTS) (WALES) ORDER 2005 
 
 
 
Purpose and intended effect of the measure  
1. The Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 received Royal Assent on 22 July 

2004, and most of the provisions were commenced in Wales on 10 November 
2004. This Order makes consequential amendments. It replaces existing 
references to “fire authorities”, “fire Brigades” and “the Fire Services Act 1947” 
with references to the "Fire Rescue Authorities and "the Fire and Rescue 
Services Act 2004", respectively.  

 
2. This Order ensures that Fire Rescue Authority (FRA) employees are able to 

continue to exercise powers enabled under other items of legislation and 
previously exercisable by Fire Brigade employees as Brigades no longer exist. 

 
Risk Assessment 
3. There is no risk associated with the making of this Order as the consequential 

amendments refer to the changes of names and references in existing 
secondary legislation.  

 
Options 
 
Option 1: Do Nothing 
4. This will mean that the latest statutory position will not be reflected in Wales.  
 
Option 2: Make the Legislation 
5. Legislation is needed to update references in other legislation and ensure that 

FRA employees are able to continue to exercise powers enabled under other 
items of legislation and previously exercisable by Fire Brigade employees, as 
Brigades will be replaced by FRAs.  Furthermore the Order updates references 
to the Fire Service Act 1947 to replace it with the Fire and Rescue Services Act 
2004, which has wider ranging powers and replaced much of the provisions 
contained within the 1947 Act.  Enabling FRAs to continue to exercise their 
statutory powers under the 2004 Act in association with the various pieces of 
legislation contained within the Order (i.e.Tribunals and Inquiries Order 1975.) 

 
Benefits 
6. This Order merely updates existing references to “fire authorities”, “fire 

brigades” and “the Fire Service Act 1947” in current Secondary Legislation. 
The benefit will be to keep existing Legislation extant. 
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Costs 
7. There are no additional financial implications for the Assembly or others arising 

from the making of this Order, as the consequential amendments refer to the 
changes of names and references in existing secondary legislation. 

 
Competition Assessment 
8. There are no issues of competition associated with this Order. 
 
Consultation 
With Stakeholders 
9. Although there was no formal public consultation on this Order  the views of the 

three Fire and Rescue Authorities in Wales and the Welsh Local Government 
Association were sought. This took place between 28 July 2005 and the 19 
August 2005.   

 
10. One response was received from the North Wales Fire Authority. The reply to 

the consultation response is attached at Annex 1. The draft Order has been 
amended in light of some of those comments.  

 
With Subject Committee 
11. This Order was notified to the Social Justice and Regeneration Committee on 

18 May 2005 via the forthcoming list of legislation (SJR 008-05(p.4) Annex1) 
and ever since. The Order was not identified for detailed scrutiny. 

 
Summary 
12.  This Order makes consequential amendments predominately to secondary 

legislation in relation to Wales, in particular updating existing references to “fire 
authorities”, “fire brigades” and “the Fire Services Act 1947”. 
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